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For the Journal. |
Minnesota—Improvements Wanted—Poli= |
ties. - 1

1 my letter from Galena of the 1st inst.,
s want of room obliged me to omit these|
subjects. ;

To afford facilities for the settlement of]
new  countries, the quickest and cheapest|
modes of conveyance are requisite.  * Time |
is money.” and but few in this age of im-
provements in steam power are content (0
travel at no greater rate by the day than can
he accomplished by the horse. The Missis-|
sippi can now be reached from various points
wholly by railroads, or partly by steamers:
id the river is there navigable to the capital
it the territory ; butatlow oreven common
stages of the water, there are obstructions
above St. Louis which ought to be removed,
particularly at the rapids at Keokuek, ’“"]‘
at the head of Rock Island. The removal of
these would greatly facilitate commerce and
cheapen iransportation. Congress has al-
ready made appropriations for commencing
these works, but a considerable more will be
wanting to complete the objects.

The Minnesota river is a winding stream,
passing through a delightful and ferule coun-
try, and iz navigable for a middling class of
steamboats to Fort Ridgley, 200 milesabove
its junetion with the Mississippi; but ex
ept when the water is fully at a common
hetght its pavigation is obstructed, slightly
it various points. but particularly at the
yapids, D0 miles above Fort Snelling. To
temove all these obstruetions and make such
improvements in the navigation of the river
1s he commerce on itat no distant day will
warrant, might require an expenditure of
F150.000 ; but one-third. or even one-fourth
ot that sum would remove the main obstruc-
tions, so that it conld he navigated to Fort)
Ridgley, except at the verp lowest stages of|
water. The saving to the government in
making their disbursements to the Indians
and in sustaining the garrison, and the sav-
ing o individuals in transportation on the
river, would in gne vear very nearly or pes-
haps entirely pay the whole sum expended.

The territory wants an extension of the
(hirago & Galena railroad up the river to
N1, Paul, and from thenee to the St. Louis
river, near the west end of Lake Superior ;
the latter. a distance of only about 130 miles,
is of the most immediate importance, open-
ine as it would a direct communication via
the great chain of northern lakes with New
York and Canada. The bill which has re-
contly passed the house of representatives,
makes a libaral donation of lands for these

romds, and they are destined at no distant|

day, to ba built; and with the line of these
roads will follow the telegraph wires. The

. . . . < ||
aid which the government might afford in

furtherance of these improvements wouid do
vastly more towards settling the territory

ind developing its resources than the passage |

f the homestead bill. The completion of
‘he canal at Saut St. Marie, connecting the
uavigation of Lake Superior with Huron,
will make an important extension of inland
eommerce, the effects of which will be im-
mediately felt in Michigan, Wisconsin wnd

Minnesota., Another projected improvement

is the great Atlantic and Pacific railroad,
passing through this territory, The partial

veports of Gov, Stevens's exploration afford |

such light upon the snbject as leaves but lit-
tle doubt that the route through this teerito-
ry tn Puget's Sound is the shortest, easiest of
construction, and cheapest of any other one
which has been examined., A more central
ronte, i the government undertake to extend
ud to any considerable degree, may perhaps
stand a better chance than thiz; but event-
nally & road must be built over this route.
Application has already been made to gov-
crnment £0 open an emigrant road.

The politics of territories are always
measurebly controlled by the federal govern-

g
tent, i they see fit to do it.  The late ad-

inisteation was however su much absorbed |l ard’s eloak.

in one idea, that more was thought of that

thay of the friends by whom it had been!

brought into power. Buat there is not much
danger that the present one will not 1ake
care to reward its friends,

Alexander Ramsey, the late governor and
superintendent of Indian affairs, was ap-

pointed by President Taylor, and discharged |
hi: daties with that promptness and fidelity |
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which met the approbation of the candid
and intelligent of all parties; but this did

not secure him from the attacks of a few
selfish Indian traders and restless politicians.

During the year 1852 he was charged wilh'

having defrauded the Indians in making a
payment to them. The ery was reiterated,
with all the assurance that the opportunity
only was wanted to substantiate it by proof.
An investigation was ordered by the U, 8,

genate : and his suceessor, Gov. Gorman, and

Judge Young, of Illinois, to attend to taking|

)

testimony and report to the senate. The
senate, after having examined the testimony,
unanimously exonerated him from all cen-
sure.  Gov. Gorman sent in a bill for ex-
penses, in which he charged for himself 87
days, stationery, &ec., at #8 per day, %696,
and the further sum of 8720 for services of
attorney general of Minnesota, marshal, no-
tary publie, and copying records, The sen-
ate refused to allow the governor for his ser-
vices, for the reason that as governor and
supérintendent of Indian affairs he reecived
a salary of ®2500. The other items in the
bill were allowed, and an additional sum
for the payment of witnesses for the prose-
cation and defence, amovnting in the aggre-
zate to nearly #2,000. Thus, the attempt to
blast the veputation of a faithful public agent
reverted upon the heads of its projeclors,—
The governor is aflable in hiz deportment,
and szems disposed to communicate freely
with emigrants who want information, Up-
on the wisdom of his management of inter.
ests entrusted to his care ag governor ani
superintendent of Indian affairs, thewe is
some difference of opinion among the doin-
ocrats—as for the opinien of the opposition,
1t iz not very material to enquire, as at pre-
sent it would be of very little consequence
any way., It is hardly to be expected that
an officer who holds his place at the will of|
another, liable with or without cause to re-
moval any day, will act independently.,

In passing up the Mississippi, the govern-
or, several other U, 8, officers and congres-
sional log-rollers were on board the boat on
their return from Washington.  Thiy séem-
ed perfectly positive as to the nltitnate pas-|
sage of Douglas’'s Nebraska bill. They had
been permitted to look behind the curtain
and take a view of the dough-fidces who had
been =eeured to insure the passage of this
infamous bill.  "Whilein the territory I learn-
ed that Dounglas's speech had been sent broad-
cast over the land,

In passing up the Minnesota on the §, B,
Black Hawl, tha governor, Maj. S.. U, 8, A,
and several other officers, including one of!
the territorial judges, and land specalutors,
were on board ; the conversation turned on
the probability as the passage of the Nebias-
ka bill, Tis passage seemed to be considered
ag settled, althongh rather regretted by those
who expressed any opinion as to its merits, |
The presidents veto of indigent insane land
bill was mentioned, but handled very care-
fully. Judge €. said that he had been utier-
ly astonishied at the president’s veto of that |
bill, but when he came to read the message
he found that it was all right, the president’s
reasoning removed all objections! The
thought involuntarily struck me that the
judge's salary was of much more consequence
to him than the boasted birthright of free-
men, fieedom of speech and a fiee exercise
of the right of suffrage.

St. Paul is the center of political influence.
With the seat of government, the regidence
of most of the tesritorial officers, two-thirds
of Lhe Press, and about ene-filth of the pop-
ulation, there is but little difficulty in exer-
cising a eontrolling influence over the inter-
nal interests of the territory,

OBSERVER.

Tue Druxganp’s Croak.—In the time of
Oliver Cromwell, the magistrates in the
north of England punished drunkards by
making them carry what is ealled the drunk-
This was a large barrel, with
one head ont. and a hole in the other, throngh
which the offender was made to put his liead,
while his hands were drawn through two
small holes, one on each side. With this
he was compelled to march along the public
streets.

18t, Louis—Sluvery in Missouri—Benton,

(some forty miles westward,

I Harrig, of the Cleveland Herald, has been
‘taking a run through the Western States.—
|His letters home are filled with the results of
his observations. In his last, from La Sulle,
[llinois, he speuks of what he saw and heurd
in St. Louis, We thought of making a
|s_'nopsis. but find it impossible to abridge
'his notes without depriving the reader of
much that is interesting. The extract
below will repay perusal from the view it
gives of the yeal condition of public senti-
[ment in Missouri on the topics that now
‘agitate the public mind :

The Public Schools ol St. Louis are mod-
eled afier those of Bastern cities, ad are
gooll,  The Churches are numerous, but not
extravagantly expensive. The Cathedual,
though magnificent twenly vears ago, now
appeurs small and plain amid the tall sur-
rounding business bloeks.  The warehouses
and the wholesale stores are very large, and
the Tobacco warehouses of enormous extendt.
Belcher's Sugar Refinery is one of the wost
extensiva establishments in St. Louis, anpd o
single shot tower rises like a monuwmental
=haft in the wmidst of the (til}. A little
nocth of the city is the most extensive bron
Waorks in the West, and manufactories ot
various kinds send up smokes mevery diree-
tion. The growth of St. Louis for a few
vears past has been unexampled, and th
prices of veal estate have had a balloon ten
dency.  Lands two miles and a half fvona th
city, which changed hands 4 dozen years ag
ut #3530 per acre, now sell for country ses
1t %5,000; and city lots are equally up, with a
higher prospect. There is wealth, substan-
ial capital, and reliable business 1o back St
Lonis. and her natural commercial advanta-
ges, have hitherto been vnrivalled.  DBut this
“Age of Iron” will eut off some of thos
advantages, unless hier citizens hiasten to con-
ziruct artificial avennes for steam.  She has
but a single railroad and that completed only
and not doing
business cnough to pay the cost of running
it. It has the high sounding name of Pacific
Railroad; but the free State lowa boasts that
she will complete her link in the road to
California across her broad lands from the
Mississippi to the Missouri at Council Blufls,
before the slave-paralyzed Missouri extends
her Pacific Railroad even Lo her own capi-
tal. JTowa will do it. ‘That young free State
is already as much ahead ol old slave-cursed
Missourl in enterprise, euergy, public ln-
provements and I'il'U.'-lII'.Ii.l}'. as Ohio trans-
cends Kentucky., The railroads leading
east and norily, which strike the Mississippi
above St. Louis and will soon tap the Mis-
sourt several hoandred miles up, cannot fail
to divert to the Comunercial Emporiums
of the Atlantic a considerable portion of the
travel and trode of the Northwest, so long
monopolized by the great Central City of the

Rivers,

The subject of slavery 13 diseussed wwith
sreat freedom by Missourians, and its blight-
ing effects on St, Louis and the State are
':ui.\'l'r-mn_\' admitted,  Although it exists
its mildest torm, the non-slaveliolders in St,
Louis and most portions of the State out-
numbering the slaveholders more than five
to one, the institution rests like an incubus
on the whole people. [tas felt, it is erushing,
and how lo shake it off is the question,—
Iutelligent  Missourians, well qualifizd 10
jndge. assure us that could the question of
gradual emancipation be faidy and properly
submitted to the vote of the people of the
State, it would carry by a large majority, —
The position and course of Col. Bentow on
the subject of thie acquisition of Texas, Lis
opposition to the the schemes of the ultra

slave propagandists and nullifiers of  the

South, and his fearless and powerful dentn-
ciation of the repeal of the Missourt Com-
promise and the traitorous designs conencied
by Atchison of Missouri, Mason of Virgin-
nia, Brown of Mississipi, and
South Caroling, and pushed forward by their
tool Douglas, lave infused a most libeial
spirit of discussion of the whole question of
slavery, and its aggressions and movements
against free territory, among the constituents
of * Old Bullion.”  We have heard the Kan-
sas-Nebrasks outrage frequently and indig-

‘mantly denounced by inteiligent and influen-

Butler of,

|at least five to one aghinst its repeal.  The
| people of the North opposed to slavery ex.

tension can hardly appreciatc how much is
due to Col. Benton for the stand he hes
!UILUII in behalfof freedom, without visiting
the theatre of his contests on the stump, and
trivmphs at the bdllor box. It is ndmitted
by his opponents that he will ba re-clected
to Congress from the St. Louis district, his
triends think by a large majority; and thes
claim that could the question of Senatorship
be deecided by a direct wote of the people,
the Senator for thiety years wonld again b
triumphantly returned.  Asitis, the Whigs
and Anti-Benton democrais expect 1o be abis
to prevent his election by ihe Legisls ture.

The Benton Democratic journals of St
Lonts anil the State, and the \\']Ii‘.{ rretss ul
Missouri generally, the St Louis R publican
L ;litli. Have ||i11m:-‘-1'ul Il.Allht“_\ the Ne-
braskn bill of Douglas ; and sich te tlie
present state of feeling that the 16 * Abo
litionist,” applisd to Benton snd bis sy
porters. has lost its forter mnd-doyg polency
A thorongh going old Whis friend, who bas
pestded B St Lowts some lilleen vears, in
forioed us that he never * bridled his tongue °
on the subject of slavesy wud tts ovils any
more than when in Olio, and declared his
readiness to shoulder liis wusket, it need b
and march to Nebraska to aid in heeping out
the ** peealinr tustitution.”  He thinks slave
ry can never trinmph in Kansas or Nebraska,
but on this subject Missourians differ. A
very observing, intelligent gentlemun, who
spent two years in traversing Kansas andd
Nebruska, and is now a Benwon candidat
for the Nute legislatare of Missourl, spealks
of the soil and elimate of the territory
thrown open to slavery as very fine, el to
any part of the adjoining slave States. Some
three hundred miles square of the territory hi
pronouices, from personal examination, the
most inviting in the Unlon for ageicultural
purposes, and the slaveholders along the boy-
ter know the choiee spots and have already
{ormed combinations to entey upon 1
and establish the ".‘Q.In;xlh_r :\U\t'h'i;.',tll\'."-
ih«, ].'\\.' hr'i:l l:nmi(‘ lu».'t'fill_‘.", l':;hlili.lli\
organized companies, chosen their register o
clatms, and pledged themselves 1o stand by
cach other at all hazards. No claims are to
be recognized unless far enough apart to make
the usual slave plantations; and Abolition
ists, as all non-slaveholding settlers an
termed, are to be hanted owt and delves
oll''t To the illi'i‘li[_\ —* Will the Govern
ment tolerate such proceedings 71l re ply
was, “ That not an instanee eould be found
on record for many vears in which tle
Squatrers have been restrained 1!_\' the (iov
ernment no matter how lawless and defiant
hiad been their proceedings. The history ot
the Platte country is in point aud may I
taken as an index of the {uture in Kansas
and Nebraska. Unless slavery 15 ullowed
to have its own way there, bloody conflic
are certain to take place, souner or later.” -
The resolutions adopted by the e elings of
<laveholders at “’:'_ﬂll'i.’h: and other "llut"'.i
in Western Missouri, vo to confirm  the
upinions expressed by the Benton Democrat
and should furnish additional incentives to
the friends of free torritory everywliere to let
all old party by-gones be by-zones, and io
ally as one man for the repeal of the Kan
sas-Nebraska law  repealing the Missouri
Compromise. This is a living issue—an
i==ne forced by Slavery upon Freedom.—
Who will prove recreant ? Who be a dough
face, or higgle about dead issues, when slave
ry dares to pollute free soil long eonsecrated
by saucred compact?

The ** Blue Hen's Chicken,” of Wilming
ton, Delaware, lays the following before its
readers

There is living, in Tatnall street, a colored
man aged 68, who 15 the father of 51 chil-
dren, 30 of whom are now living,  He had
three wives, the first of whom was the moth
et of 15 children, two of whom were twins
The second was the mother of 15, having
twins three times; the last, who is still
alive, has 21 children, having bad twins five
(times, We venture that there is scarcely
|guch another ease on record.

| Cuzap Traveuse,—The Cincinnati, Ham

What a strapge sight it would be were all| tial 'Missourians, and the opinion expressed ilton and Dayton railroad has made a great

: Passengers are now ta-
iStatg on the Missouri Compromise would be! ken through to New York for ten dollars

the drunkards
mareh abont veearing barrels for cloeks

now-a-days compelled to by well informed citizens that a vote in the|reduction in fare.




